342      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
Sam Smith & Co. have lately brought a suit against me in the Court of Common Pleas in the City of New York to recover the money and damages for taking it. As the money was captured by me from a public enemy in a city first captured from the enemy, and in my official capacity accounted for to the Government, I think it but just that the Government should assume the defense of the suit.
I therefore respectfully ask that counsel should be employed by the Government to conduct the suit to its termination, if in your opinion or that of the solicitor of the War Department there is, as I believe, good cause for holding the money as the property of the United States duly captured from the public enemy in war, even if not the property of the United States as the proceeds of the money taken by the rebels from the United States Mint, or if in your opinion or that of the solicitor there is no sufficient ground for retaining the same, and that the Government will not assume the defense and consequences of the suit, then that the sum may be stricken from my accounts, so that I may be able to defend myself or adjust the matter with Smith & Co. as I may see cause.
I earnestly hope however that the United States will defend the case and retain the money, which I believe upon every ground of public law and proprietary right belongs to them.
As this suit has been made the ground of public assault upon my integrity as an officer through the newspapers, and as my silence enforced upon the subject by the regulations of the service may lead even good men to misconstructions and doubt of the propriety of my action in the premises, I respectfully ask leave to publish this official note to the War Department in my justification, which as you are aware under the regulations without permission I could not do. I have the honor to be,
Very Respectfully, Your obedient servant,
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'l. Comd'g.
From Dexter A. Hawkins to General Butler
Hoffman House, Nov. 11, 7 1-2 P.M.
DEAR GEN'L.: I called to take you in a carriage to the Cooper Institute to the Grand Jubilee over the results of the election, but have the misfortune to find you engaged.
There will be 1000 ladies and at least 2000 gentlemen present; all, especially the ladies, desirous of seeing you even if